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AMERICAN AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIONS

July 14, 1937

The Japanese and Chinese representatives in Washington yester-
day called at the Department and the opportunity was taken to
express our hope that both sides would exercise restraint. The
British Government was informed of our action and the following
press release was issued by the Department:

The Japanese Ambassador and the Counsellor of the Chinese
Embassy each called at the Department this morning and com-
municated information in regard to events in North China. In
the course of the conversations which ensued both were given
expression of the view that an armed conflict between Japan and
China would be a great blow to the cause of peace and world
progress,

No reinforcements have yet left Japan.

" ASK THE TOURISTS "

July 17, 1937

The following well-known story is applicable to the present situa-
tion. During a Far Eastern crisis an American business man asked an
old resident in Japan what was at the bottom of it all and what was
going to happen. The resident replied : " I don't know." " What,
you've lived here thirty-five years and you don't know ? " " No,"
said the old resident, " I don't know. But ask any of the tourists out
here. They'll tell you." There are plenty of people in Japan to-day
who are firmly convinced that the present crisis is a put-up, pre-
determined job on the part of the Japanese, engineered with the
definite purpose and intention of taking over North China. They
adduce plenty of evidence : the smoothness with which the Konoye
cabinet came in, the various developments during the past year or
two leading up to the final stroke ; the theory that Soviet Russia has
been weakened by internal dissensions and would be incapable of
intervention ; the hazardous position of Great Britain in Europe pre-
venting the use of her fleet in the Far East; the understanding with
Germany. But in spite of all this, I have to align myself with the
old residents. I don't know. Ask the tourists. It's all guesswork,
and all we can do is to watch developments, gather facts, and try to
the best of our ability to analyse them from day to day.

Mr. Hull has made an admirable public statement in Washington.
It is perfectly balanced; it accuses nobody; mentions no names, but
it leaves no doubt as to our policy towards the maintenance of peace,
the sanctity of treaties and the orderly modification thereof, respect
for international law, American economic policy, disarmament, and
co-operation without entangling alliances. Whether it helps the